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Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings. 

Our next step is to revisit the design of this course, THEO 6040: Intro to Christian Theology, and make it a 
more suitable companion to THEO 6000: Theories and Methods in Religious Studies by providing a foundation 
in resources and methods in Theology. Our MTS and Ph.D. students interested in Constructive Theology and 
Theological Ethics have commented that they are required to take a methods course in Religion but not one in 
Theology, so our goal is to redesign THEO 6040 to better meet this need. 
 
 

 
If no changes are being made, please explain why. 

 
N/A 
 

 
7. Closing the Loop: Review of Previous Assessment Findings and Changes 

A. What is at least one change your program has implemented in recent years as a result of assessment data?  
As a result of the assessment for Learning Outcome 1 (AY 2020-2021) and now Learning Outcome 2 (AY 2021-
2022), we have implemented a redesign of the MARE program which now focuses on more theology content 
across 5 areas of study (Bible, Ethics, Church History, Theology, World religions), and in order to offer all these 
required courses within the 36-credit degree program have eliminated THEO 6040: Intro to Christian Theology 
as a required course in the Master of Arts in Religious Education. 
 

 

B. How has this change/have these changes been assessed? 
These changes were made after a series of meetings and discussions with affected stakeholders, including 
faculty, current and former students, superintendents and principals from the Archdiocese of St. Louis Catholic 
secondary school system, in an effort to bring our MARE degree program into line with diocesan teacher 



C: MTS/MARE Annual Review Form 

MASTERS’ STUDENT ANNUAL REVIEW FORM 
Students: Please complete electronically, sign, and submit hard copy to the Director of Graduate Studies by March 
15. 

!TUDENT "NFORMATION#

Phone: redacted

 Banner ID: redacted 

Mentor: Dr. Ruben Rosario 

Date of Evaluation: 03.15.2022 

Name: redacted

Email: redacted

 Graduate Program: MARE

Area of Specialization: Religious Education 

Are you on Academic Leave?  No 

If Yes, please attach a copy of your Leave Agreement to this review. 

$CADEMIC %OURSEWORK#

Previous courses: List chronologically all previous courses you have taken since enrolling at SLU, 
including the grades you received. Lines can be added to the table as you progress. You can find this 
information using Banner. 

Term Course #                   Course Title C     Credits G    Grade 
FALL 2021 THEO 5000 Introduction to the Old Testament 3 A       A- 

THEO5270 Christian Tradition I 3 B       B+ 



" !



!

#!
!

Teaching : In which courses and semesters have you been a Teaching Assistant? In which courses 
and semesters have you been the Primary Instructor? If none, leave blank. 
 



!

$!
!

 
!
!
!
!
!

 
List below all internships that you have had this 



!

%!
!

 
Based upon the faculty’s discussion, the quality of your work was rated in each of the following 
areas.  
. 
 Not Meeting 

Expectations 
Meeting  

Expectations 
Academic Quality of Coursework    
Language Acquisition (if applicable)   
Assistantship Quality and Quantity (if 
applicable) 

  

Collegiality   
 
Commentary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                03.15.  2021 
______________________________________________       _________________________ 
Student’s signature       Date 
 
 
______________________________________________       _________________________ 
Director of Graduate Studies’ signature    Date 
 
  
 
!





SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY  
Fall 2019 
 
THEO 6040-01: Introduction to Christian Theology 
Thursdays 2:30-5:00pm 
Adorjan Hall 245C 
Dr. Emily Dumler-Winckler 
Office: Adorjan Hall 346 
Meeting: I am happy 



Doing so will no doubt help us to better understand their work according to its historical 
context. Acquiring this kind of understanding might be our primary interest and this too is 
perfectly fine. 
 
Constructive (systemic, moral, political) theologians tend to gravitate toward inquiries of the 





you find confounding, convincing, troublesome, or otherwise. Summary and generalization are 
the enemy. You do not need to develop a thesis or argument. Pick out a passage or two that 
might help focus our discussion. Offer your reflections, questions, hunches, and assessments. 
Again, the key is to say or ask something specific about something specific. 
 
Research Paper: 
 
A final research paper of 15-20 pages is due Dec. 12th. Please submit this to me as a word 
document by email. Any topic is fair game so long as it involves a close a reading of at least one 
text considered in this course, includes extensive engagement with the relevant secondary 
literature, and makes a case, defends a point of view. (12 point font, 1 inch margins, use Chicago 
method of citation, include page numbers and a BibliographyÑ now is a great time to begin 
using a program like endnote or Zotero if you have not already done so). 
 
To assist in the successful and timely completion of this assignment there are three 
related assignments. 

1.! A research bibliography on a topic/theme/question of your choosing (more TBA in 
class) due to me, by email 10/ 24 

2.! An abstract of the paperÑ including the thesis and basic argumentÑ and as much of an 
outline as you care to provide is due to me, by email: 11/ 14 

3.! A rough draft of the paper is due by 4:00pm 12/03. Students will exchange drafts with 
one other student in the course (TBD), and then receive feedback at the final 
class/dinner (see below). 

 
Course Policies: (Perhaps obvious but no less prudential to put in writingÉ) 

1.! Texts: please bring all texts to classÑ ideally in hardcopy form. I appreciated the many 



explicit, writing papers, leading seminar discussions, and so onÑ like activities of all kinds, 
require for their success the exercise of certain virtues. For instance, courage, docility, charity, 
forbearance and justice, come to mind. We gather around these shared texted to learn from 
them and from one another. The success of this course and of our endeavor as a community of 
theologians and scholars depends on us learning how to do this well together. 
 
Required Books 
Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline  
Luke Bretherton, Christ and the Common Life  
Sarah Coakely, God, Sexuality, and the Self. Cambridge 
James Cone, God of the Oppressed (20th anniversary edition) 
Gustavo Gutierrez A Theology of Liberation 
Stanley Hauerwas, The Work of Theology (or The Peaceable Kingdom) 
Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue (ed. 3) 
Reinhold Niebuhr, The Nature and Destiny of Man, vol. II 
Friedrich Schleiermacher, A Brief Outline of Theology as a Field of Study 3rd Ed.  
Jeffrey Stout, Democracy and Tradition 
Paul Tillich The Courage to Be 
 
 
Recommended Secondary Sources: 
Livingston, Fiorenza, Coakley, & Evans, ed., Modern Christian Thought: The Twentieth Century 
 
Electronic Reserve Materials: To find the ereserves for our class:  

1.! go to the SLU ereserve page which can be found here. Or via the SLU library homepage 



 
Indispensable background: 

- Augustine, City of God (especially Preface and Books II, XIX) 
- Pope Boniface VIII, Unam Santam, papal bull (1302) 
- Martin  Luther ÒTo the Christian Nobility of the German NationÓ Letter 

 
Recommended reading: 

- Terry Pinkard, German Philosophy 1760-1860: The Legacy of Idealism 
- 





- Eric Gregory, Politics and the Order of Love: An Augustinian Ethic of Democratic 
Citizenship (2010). 

 
Week 6: Nouvelle ThŽologie/RessourcementÑ Vatican II   Benjamin (10/3)  

¥!



- Jane Addams, A new conscience and an ancient evil (1912), Women at the Hague: The 
International Congress of Women and Its Results. (1915) The Long Road of Woman's 
Memory (1916) Peace and Bread in Time of War (1922) 
- Rosemary Radford Reuther, The Church Against Itself (1967), Sexism and God-Talk: 
Toward a Feminist Theology (1983), Gaia and God: An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth 
Healing (1994), Feminism and Religion in the 21st Century: Technology, Dialogue, and 
Expanding Borders (2014). 

 
Week 9: Theologies of Liberation: Black and Latinx American  Felix   (10/24)  

¥! James Cone, God of the Oppressed (Ch. 7) ÒThe Meaning of LiberationÓ  
¥! Delores Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness, Ch. 6: 127-151 [ER]  
¥! Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics, and Salvation, Chapters 10-

11 (and as much as you can muster) and Essential Writings Chapter One: ÒToward a New 
Method: Theology and LiberationÓ (23-74). 

¥! Cornel West, Prophesy Deliverance!: An Afro-American Revolutionary Christianity, Chs. 4-5. 
 
Indispensable background: 

-

-

(1912),o



Indispensable background: 
-! Albert North Whitehead, Process and Reality (esp.  Part V Ch. 2É and Part I Ch. 3). 
-! Charles Sanders Peirce, The Essential Peirce (selections including: 9, 14, 18, 24, 25, 27, 

28, 29) 
-! William James, Pragmatism and A Pluralist Universe (Library of America, 1988)  
-! Richard Rorty, Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature, (selections esp. Ch. 3, 7, 8). 
-! Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nature 

 



- Kevin Hector, The Theological Proje



THEO 6040: Christian Theology Introduction  
Saint Louis University �‡���)�D�O�O���������� 

Dr. Elizabeth Sweeny Block �‡ elizabeth.block@slu.edu 
Thursdays 9:00-11:45am �‡���$�G�R�U�M�D�Q���+�D�O�O���������& 

Office Hours: Thursdays 12-2pm (Adorjan 345) and by appointment 
 

Course Description 
 
�6�D�L�Q�W���$�Q�V�H�O�P���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�\���D�V���´�I�D�L�W�K���V�H�H�N�L�Q�J���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���µ���W�K�D�W���L�V�����D�V���D�Q���D�W�W�H�P�S�W���W�R���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���D�Q�G��
�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W���*�R�G�·�V���U�H�Y�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���H�W�K�L�F�V�����R�U���P�R�U�D�O���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�\�����L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H�R�O�R�J�\�·�V���V�X�E-disciplines that seeks 
�W�R���D�Q�V�Z�H�U���W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���´�+�R�Z���V�K�R�X�O�G���Z�H���O�L�Y�H�"���µ��drawing on the resources of the Christian tradition�³
Christian concepts, doctrines, categories, symbols, and sources�³ to do so. Theology and ethics are 
inseparable because ideas about God impact how we live, what we value, our ideals and aspirations. How we 
understand God and �*�R�G�·�V���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���K�D�V���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���G�R���Z�L�W�K���R�X�U���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�Y�H�V�����2�Q�H���F�D�Q�Q�R�W���G�R��
theology without attending to the social implications of religious commitments.  
 
Therefore, this course introduces some of the major figures, texts, movements, and questions in Christian 
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Lead Dis
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�x H. Richard Niebuhr, The Responsible Self 
�x Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics, and Salvation 
�x James Cone, God of the Oppressed 
�x Elizabeth Johnson, She Who Is OR Quest for the Living God 
�x Alasdair MacIntyre, After Virtue 
�x Stanley Hauerwas, The Peaceable Kingdom 
�x Mark Massa, S.J., The Structure of Theological Revolutions: How the Fight over Birth Control Transformed 

American Catholicism 
 
Recommended 
 

�x John Mahoney, The Making of Moral Theology 
�x Tobias Winright, ed., 
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October 14th 
Vatican II and Catholic Moral Theology 
 

�x �'�X�O�O�H�V�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U���������´�7�K�H���0�D�J�L�V�W�H�U�L�X�P���D�Q�G���7�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���'�L�V�V�H�Q�W���µ���S�S����������-133 
�x Gaudium et Spes 
�x Dignitatis Humanae 
�x Excerpts (TBD) from 
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themselves from any in-person class attendance or in-person participation in any class-related activity 
until they have been evaluated by a qualified medical official.  Students should contact the University 
Student Health Center for immediate assistance.   
 

2. Students (whether exhibiting any of potential COVID-19 symptoms or not, and regardless of how 
they feel) who are under either an isolation or quarantine directive issued by a qualified health official 
must absent themselves from all in-person course activities per the stipulations of the isolation or 
quarantine directive.   

 
3. Students are responsible for notifying their instructor of an absence as far in advance as possible; 

when advance notification is not possible, students are responsible for notifying each instructor as 
soon after the absence as possible. Consistent with the University Attendance Policy, students also 
are responsible for all material covered in class and must work with the instructor to complete any 
required work. In situations where students must be absent for an extended period of time due to 
COVID-19 isolation or quarantine, they also must work with the instructor to determine the best 
way to maintain progress in the course as they are able based on their health situation.  
 

4. 
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Title IX  
 
Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an environment 
that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If 

https://www.slu.edu/here4you
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel
https://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexual-assault-resources/index.php
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