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In POLS 5510 Democratization, students wrote a research paper for which they came up with their own question and 
methodology. The paper included a literature review. 
 
POLS 5610, which is taught in Madrid, included the following assignment: students were asked to submit a 2,000 
words paper proposal that included (prompt): a research question, relevance of the topic, a hypothesis, a literature 
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5. Findings: Interpretations & Conclusions  

What have you learned from these results? What does the data tell you? Address both a) learning gaps and possible 
curricular or pedagogical remedies, and b) strengths of curriculum and pedagogy. 

 
Our main takeaway is that the overwhelming majority of our students are achieving or exceeding expectations 
on this SLO. Furthermore, faculty expressed that majors performed as well as or better than non-majors, on 
average.  
 
Nevertheless, faculty identified a number of specific areas for improvement. Most have to do with the creative 
processes of research rather than the application of skills and tools, for example developing research questions 
both in terms of choosing a topic and progressing from a topic to a feasible research question.  
 
Multiple faculty noted that one-on-one discussions between the student and the instructor are critical for 
developing this part of the research project. Since every research project is unique, it stands to reason that 
individualized feedback is necessary. One of the strengths of our program continues to be that our small 
-
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A. When and how did your program faculty share and discuss the results and findings from this cycle of assessment?  
Faculty received a draft of this report which was then discussed at our department “retreat” meeting in August 
2023.  
 
Key points of this discussion included: 

• Faculty found the assessment rubrics helpful and plan to continue using them 
• 
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A. What is at least one change your program has implemented in recent years as a result of previous assessment 
data?  

1) Several faculty report “chunking” assignments that build towards a final paper, a strategy that we 
discussed at length as a result of the 2022 assessment. 

2) The POLS assessment director responded to feedback from University assessment director on a 
previous assessment by developing rubrics for faculty to fill out for every student. Faculty agreed to 
use the rubric and discuss what did or did not make sense for their classes. For the 2023 assessment, 
all instructors used the rubric.  

 
 

 
B. How has the change/have these changes identified in 7A been assessed? 

1) Faculty examined the artifacts described above, including both final papers and intermediate 
assignments, for evidence that students were incorporating feedback from intermediate assignments 
into future or culminating assignments 

2) Faculty responses to rubrics 
 

 
C. What were the findings of the assessment? 

Faculty found ample evidence of students taking feedback from intermediate assignments and incorporating it 
successfully into future assignments. 
 

 
D. How do you plan to (continue to) use this information moving forward? 

Faculty will continue to divided large research projects into a series of intermediate assignments, and will 
provide timely individualized feedback on each component assignment that can be incorporated into the 
overall product.  
 

 
IMPORTANT: Please submit any assessment tools (e.g., artifact prompts, rubrics) with this report as separate 

attachments or copied and pasted/appended into this Word document. Please do not just refer to the assessment 
plan; the report should serve as a stand-alone document. Thank you. 


