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Fondly,

Teri A. Murray, (’79, ’93, ’97) Ph.D., A.P.H.N.-B.C., R.N., F.A.A.N. 
Dean, Saint Louis University School of Nursing 

Welcome to the latest edition of Cura Personalis. This has been an exciting year. We are 
privileged that Dr. Nancy Brickhouse joined Saint Louis University as the new provost. Dr. 
Brickhouse has spent more than 27 years in higher education at the University of Delaware 
where she held several leadership roles, including deputy provost for academic affairs, deputy 
dean of the College of Education and Human Development, and director of the School of 
Education. An internationally known researcher, she was an investigator on more than $10 
million in funded projects. As SLU's chief academic officer, Dr. Brickhouse oversees most of 
the University's educational, research and enrollment efforts. We welcome her vision for the 
academic units of Saint Louis University, specifically nursing. 

I’m also pleased to share with you that our scheduled Commission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education accreditation visit was quite successful. The School received the full 10-year 
accreditation. We continue to have a robust enrollment and exceptionally high nurse licensure 
and certification pass rates, exceeding the state and national means.

This issue of Cura Personalis focuses on two initiatives from Saint Louis University’s new 
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Joan E. Dodgson, Ph.D., M.P.H., R.N., F.A.A.N., has enjoyed her share of accolades. She 
was elected to the American Academy of Nursing and chairs the organization’s expert panel 
on breastfeeding. She was selected as the editor-in-chief of the Journal of Human Lactation, 
the premier global lactation research journal, and she is a March of Dimes Research Nurse of 
the Year nominee.

Dodgson said she is especially proud, however, of being chosen as the inaugural holder of the 
Patricia and James E. Hemak Endowed Professorship in Maternal Child Health at the Saint Louis 
University School of Nursing. 

Dodgson joined the School of Nursing in January 2016 from Arizona State University, where she 
had been an associate professor for the past six years. She developed and directed the school’s 
Master of Public Health program and created academic and continuing education lactation courses 
for health care providers. 

Dodgson is an internationally known expert on 
breastfeeding and a proliƢc NIH-funded researcher 
in the areas of breastfeeding across cultures and 



logical perspective on care. To deliver health 
care, we learned to do a lot with the limited 
supplies at hand; it was community-based 
health care and that appealed to me – still 
does to this day.

CONTINUING TO CARE
I have an ongoing association and interest 
in Cambodia. Since my initial visit in 1979 
I’ve returned many times to teach, conduct 
research, care for patients or just travel. Last 
year I served as the lactation consultant for 
the U.S. Embassy and did some teaching 
about the public health aspects of breast-
feeding promotion for Cambodia’s National 
Institute of Public Health. Additionally, my 
son and his family live in Cambodia, where 
he does research and development for a 
non-governmental organization focused 
on removing landmines in the countryside. 
Only half of the landmines have been cleared 
since the Vietnam War.

THE FULL SPECTRUM
For years I worked in critical care because 
the focus was on life and death issues, but 
actually perinatal care is so much more com-
plex. When it goes well, it’s beautiful. Being 

part of a delivery still gives me goosebumps, 
but when it goes badly, it is so tragic. It’s the 
full spectrum of the human experience and 
is very profound. It’s a real privilege to be a 
part of it. 

COMMUNITY BASED RESEARCH
Research is my first love. Being able to con-
duct research is one of the primary reasons I 
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