Resource Guide

Five Things to Know When Setting Up Your Canvas Course

Canvas, as a Learning Management System (LMS), allows you to facilitate online learning
experiences by sharing content and getting students to act on that content through different
learning activities, such as discussions, group assignments, or peer review submissions. Canvas
also includes different options for assessing student learning and providing individualized
feedback. As you begin teaching in Canvas, consider the following “five things to know” when
setting up your course:

f You can create a dedicated home page. Think of this as a collective space to share
course information, store your syllabus, or post a welcome video, photo, or tutorial on
how to work in your course. Viewing this home page as your course entry point -- one
where students “land” each time -- may be helpful for deciding what’s important for
students to see. For a working example, download or view the SLU Basic Template,
located in the Canvas Commons, which you can then import and modify for your
individual needs.

f Build content through pages, organized by modules. Pages allow you to share

content, files, videos, links, and other course materials. The rich-content editor is what
allows you to build and design this content. ti4en
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